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HAVE WE NOT ALL ONE PFATHER?....HATR. NOT ONE GOD CREATED US®....MALACRHI, 
VOL. VIil.1 AUBURN, N.¥. SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1829. [NO. is. 
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— ee The valley of Hinnom’ was first rendered 
THE PREACHER. | odious by the unlawful idolatries practised 


>| there. The ceremonies performed in this val- 
nas | ley under the garb of religion, are among the 
A SERMON. | most shocking which the religious principle in 
BY SAMUEI, BRIMBLECOM. | man, powérful as it is, hag ever Jed him to per- 
“ And the borders went up by the vailey of the son of | form. We are informed that in this place the 
Hinnom, unto the south side of the Jebusite—the same | people were accustomed to burn their children 
ts Jerusalem.” —Joshua, xv. 8. | of both sexes in honour of a false God called 
Scripture history and geography are interest- | Molock ; that they did this in opposition to an 
ing and important. The study of them serves express command ; and that when that excel- 
to disentangle knotty questions in theology, | lent king, Josiah,came upon the throne, this 
which are always numerous in propggtion as | wasone of the great and leading abuses, which 
men are ignorant. The valley of the son of | it became his duty, as it was his honour to cor- 
Hinnom mentioned in the text as one of the | rect. Lev. xx. 2—5, and 2 Kings, xxiii. 10. 
boundaries of the tribe of Judah, and lying on We read in the 2d book of Kings that Josi- 
the south side of Jerusalem, Christians have | ah “ defiled Topheth, which is in the valley 
mistaken, so far as it is mentioned in the New | of the children of Hinnom, that no man might 
Testament, for a place of torment called hell | make his son or his daughter to pass through 
in a future state of existence. the fire to Molech.” These words teach, not 
I propose, first, to give a concise history of | only that people sacrificed their children, but 
this valley ; and secondly, to shew the unsub- | did so without distinction of sex ; that the val- 
stantial foundation on which the doctrine of a ley of Hinnom, in whole or in part, was also 
local hell ia a future state of existence rests. called Topheth, and that King Josiah made an 
1. I propose to give a history of the valley | attempt, which we learn wag successful, to de- 
of Hinnom. The text is the first passage in } stroy the sacredness of Topheth and render it 
the Holy Seriptures where I find this place | obnoxious. The name Topheth was, probably 
mentioned. Here it is mentioned as one of the | derived from the Hebrew word Toph, whic 
landmarks or boundaries of the tribe of Judah. | signifies a drum, because that instrument was 
It is mentioned in the same manner that other | made use of to drown the cries of the helpless 
undistinguished places are mentioned, with no | infants, which were there cruelly, though su- 
allusion whatever to the peculiar circumstan- | perstitiously destroyed. But it may have beer 
ces which afterwards gave it so undesirable a | derived from a word relating to the execrable 
notoriety. It is mentioned as the farm or lot | idolatries practised there, without particular 
of one man, called the “ son of Hinnom ;” a | reference to the noise of the drum. 
circumstance which leads us to presume that In every period of the world, multitudes have 
its extent was not great. We are further told, | consoled themselves with absurd rites, or emp- 
that the boundary of Judah, “‘ went up by the | ty ceremonies, or cruel sacrifices, or unprofita- 
valley of the son of Hinnom, unto the south | ble experiences, and have let go the great es- 
side of the Jebusite—the same is Jerusalem.” | sentials of religion, love and mercy, It may be 
We learn from this that the valley of the son | presumed by some, that the cruel ceremony of 
of Hinnom lay south, or so as to conduct to the | sacrificing infants must have been confined to 
south side of the possession of another person | the most ignorant of the people ; that it could 
called the Jebusite. That person, it appears, | never have been countenanced by kings and 
owned the spot on which Jerusalem was built, | courts, (if there was any thing which deserved 
or the south part of Jerusalem ; for, it is imme- | the name,) but that the higher classes in socie- 
diately added “ the same is Jerusalem’’—“ un- | ty, must have looked upon it with merited con- 
to the south side of the Jebusite the same is | tempt and abhorrence. How are we disap- 
Jerusalem.” Geographers tell us that this val- | pointed to learn that even the influence of the 
ley lays south of the city, or on the south and | throne was given to this extravagance of reli- 
west of mount Sion, and was very deep so that | gious iniquity—that the humbler classes had 
the city was inaccessible in that part. This | not even the example of the exalted to guide 
fact is connected with the most affecting and | them rightly, nor the influence of their silent 
melancholy part of its history. Carpenter’s | contempt to exert its salutary restraint. The 
Geography, pp. 45 and 52, Chronicles have preserved the remembrance of 


‘Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 
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the impious conduct of unprincipled Ahaz. It 
is distinctly recorded, not only that. he “ burut 
incense in the valley of the son of Hinnom,” 
but that he “ burnt his children in the fire, af- 
ter the abominations of the heathen whom the 
Lord had east out before the children of Isra- 
el.” Of king Manassas it is recorded, among 
numerous abominable and irreligious practices, 
that ‘ he caused his children to pass through 
the fire in the valley of the son of Hinnom.” 
Under such influence as we might suppose, this 
monstrous impiety became overwhelming, and 
. like a rushing flood drew every thing into its 
vortex. We are told, that “ they, their kings, 
their princes, their priests and their prophets, 
and the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem,” among other abominations, “ built 
the high places of Baal, which are in the valley 
of the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and 
their daughiers to pass through the fire unto 
Molech.” 2 Chron. xxviii. 3, and xxxiii. 6. 
Jer. xxxii. 32—35. 

Josiah “defiled Topheth.” Geographers 
tell us that “‘ when Josiah had recalled the Jews 
to the worship of the true God, the valley of 
Hinnom was made the receptacle for the filth 
of the city, for the bones and careases of ani- 
mals, and even for the bodies of criminals, who 
had been executed ;” and that, “to consume 
these impure substances, fires were kept con- 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 





' 








ws 


years after the crucifixion of our Lord. Jose- 
phus, vol. VI. book V. chap. xiii. '7, and chap. 
xii. 3. 

I have entered into these particulars of the 
history and geography of the valley of Hinnom 
to enable my hearers to judge of the meaning 
of those passages of the New Testament in 
which it is mentioned. Before I commence a 
recital of those passages I wish to observe, that 
the Hebrew words which mean the valley of 
Hinnom, are “ Ge-hinnom” and that the Greek 
word “ Gehenna” is a compound of those two 
words united in one, without a change of mean- 
ing. This word, “Gehenna,” is now common- 
ly used in speaking, in writing and on maps, 
as the name of that place. I wish, therefore, 
to be understood as meaning one and the same 
place whether I use the Hebrew words “ Ge- 
hinnom,” or the Greek word “ Gehenna,” or 
the English words “ Valley of Hinggm.” 

My,objeet in adducing those passages in the 
New Testament where the valley of Hinnom 
is mentioned, is, to show, 

2dly. That the doctrine of a local hell in a 
future state of existence rests on an unsubstan- 
tial foundation ; and that the valley of Hinnom 
is wrongly translated by the word hell. 

Our Lord alludes fo this valley twice in one 
discourse in which he rebuked the Scribes and 
Pharisees. It is remarkable that on no othe: 


tinually burning, and on the putrid matter | occasion did he allude to it in addressing un- 


worms were always feeding.” Carpenter’s 
Geography, p. 53. 

On two accounts, therefore, the valley of 
Hinnom, once pure, was destined to become 
odious to the Jewish people ; and on both ac- 
counts it would convey to their minds a lively 
sense of misery and wretchedness. To be cast 
there, would be the most dreaded end that could 
befallthem. Yet of such a termination of their 
follies they were abundantly warned. 

Jeremiah twice declares, that whereas they 
have burned their infants there, the day will 
come, when “ it shall no more be called To- 
phet, or the valley of the son of Hinnom, but 
the valley of slaughter ; for they shall bury in 
Tophet till there be no place, and the carcases 
of this people shall be meat for the fowls of 
heaven and for the beasts of the earth, and none 
shall fray them away.” Jer. vii. 32, and xix. 6. 

This prophecy was literally accomplished in 
respect to immense multitudes, It is probable 
that when the Roman army besieged Jerusalem, 
many of the Jewish nations might have flocked 
into the city, partly to defend the city and part- 
ly to be defended themselves. We are told by 
the historian Josephus, that at the siege the 
people died in great numbers, and that six hun- 
dred thousand were suffered to lie unburied.— 
So that ample opportunity was furnished to the 
fowls of the air and the beasts of the earth to 
prey upon them. Such was the final catastro- 
phe by which this ill-fated spot has become no- 
torious. This event took place in thirty-seven 





believers. The discourse is recorded in the 
23d chap. of Matt. He says, first, verse 15th, 
“Wo unto you Scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites ; for ye compass sea and land to make 
one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make 
him twofold more the child of the valley of 
Hinnom than yourselves.” I presume all my 
hearers will understand the phrase “ child ot 
the valley of Hinnom” as meaning a very odi- 
ous and really corrupt person ; or one fitted for 
destruction according to the prophecy and 
threatening of the Old Testament. We must 
all be sensible that the phrase, “ child of hell,” 
which we read in English Testaments ought 
not to mean any thing different from “ child of 
the valley of Hinnom.” The other allusion to 
this valley, contained in the same discourse and 
recorded in the same chapter, is found in the 
33d verse. “ Fill ye up the measure of your 
fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, 
how can ye escape the damnation of the valley 
of Hivnom ?” By the damnation of the valley 
of Hinnom we shall readily understand the pun- 
ishment, sentence or condemnation of being 
cast out to suffer the ruin foretold. The use of 
the word “hell” in the English Testament, 
however it may blind many to the sense of 
those passages, evidently cannot alter the real 
meaning. ‘These are the only passages in the 
New Testament in which the valley of Hin- 
nom is mentioned as a place of punishment in 
addressing the unconverted. 

I will now cite those passages in which the 
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yaliey of Hinnom is mentioned nine times by 


our .ord when addressing disciples; in all of 


which the meaning is obscured in the English 
‘Testament by the use of the word “ hell” in- 
stead of the valley of Hinnom. 

Matt. v. 22. “‘ i say unto you that whosoev- 
er is angry with his brother without a cause, 
shall be in danger of the Judgement ; and who- 
soever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be 
in danger of the council, but whosoever shall 
say, thou fool, shall be in danger of the valley 
of Hinnom iire.” It is probable that we all es- 
sentially agree in the meaning of this language. 
Who supposes that a Jew could understand our 
Lord as referring to any other place, than that 
of which I have given the history ? All the mis- 
understanding which there is on the subject, 
is owing to the omission of the real name of the 
place, and using the word “ hell” in its stead. 

In the same discourse and chapter, Matt. v. 
29, 30, our Lord, teaching to resist corrupt 
passions and inclinations, says, “If thy right 
eye offend thee, pluck it out and cast it from 
thee, for it is profitable for thee that one thy 
members should perish, and not that thy whole 
body should be east into the valley of Hinnom.” 
The perfect agreement cf the brief argument 
here presented, wiin the prophecies of the Old 
‘Testament, together with the clear ideas offer- 
ed to the mind, so far as we are possessed of a 
knowledge of the Old Testament, affect us with 
pleasure. We feel that there is nothing gained 
but the true meaning lost, by the use of the 
word ‘ hell’ in this passage in our English New 
Testament. The whole body might be cast in- 
to the valley of Hiunom; but, how could the 
body be cast into hell as it is commonly under- 
stood ? All can undersisnd that it was better 
for the disciples to be faithful and virtuous than 
to be cast out to be a prey for the fowls of the 
air and the beasts of the earth. 

A similar passage is found in Matt. xviii. 8, 
9. Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend 
thee, cut them off and cast them from thee ; it 
is better for thee to enter into life halt or maim- 
ed, rather than having two hands or two feet 
to be cast into everlasting fire. And if thine 
eye ofiend thee, pluck it out and-cast it from 
thee ; it is better for thee to enter into life with 
one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast 
into the valley of Hinnom fire.” 

A third similar passage is found in Mark ix. 
43—49. “ Andif thy hand offend thee cut it 
off: it is better for thee to enter into life maim- 
ed, than having two hands to go into the valley 
of Hinnom, into the fire that never shall be 
quenched; where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched. And if thy foot of- 
fend thee, cut it off; it is better for thee to en- 
ter halt inte «fe, than having two feet, to be 
cast inw *he valley of Hinnom, into the fire 
that never shall be quenched, where their 
worm dieth no. and the fire is not quenched. 
And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out ;_ it 











is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of 
God with one eye, than having two eyes, to be 
cast into the valley of Hinnom fire, where their” 
worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched.” 

The doctrine of these passages is perfectly 
easy to be understood so far as this ;_ that it was 
better for the persons addressed to be obedient 
to God, and truly pious, than to be cast into the 
valley of Hinnom fire, or to be exposed there 
to the corroding worm. 

The word “ everlasting,” and the mention 
of a fire that shall not be quenched, and of a 
worm that dieth not, are all applied to the val 
ley of Hinnom, and perfectly accord with the 
history of that place, the prophecies of the Old 
Testament respecting it, and the language of the 
Old Testament writers. I say the language of" 
the Old Testament writers. The closing words 
of Isaiah, speaking of then future worshippers 
of the Lord, are these, “ They shall go forth 
and look upon the carcasses of the men that 
have transgressed against me: for their worm 
shall not die, neither shall their fire be quench- 
ed; and they shall be an abhorring unto all 
flesh.” It is not improbable that the language 
of our Lord was founded on this language of 
Isaiah. The language of Isaiah, although it 
speaks of a worm that never dies, and a fire 
not to be quenched, is strictly confined in its 
application to this world. This distinctly ap- 
pears from the mention of the carcasses of the 
transgressors exposed unburied to corruption 
and destruetion. We are not told that either 
the carcases, or the worm, or the fire, belong 
to a spiritual state of existence beyend the 
grave. But we are told that the carcases of 
these miserable men should be for an abborring 
unto all flesh, not all spirits. So that every 
particular of the language applies to this world, 
and accords perfectly with the information we 
have respecting the valley of Hinnom, and the 
actual exposure of six hundred thousand dead 
bodies at the siege of Jerusalem. But, with- 
out referring to Isaiah, oar Lord’s words fix the 
spot where the impious might be exposed to tht 
worm that dieth not, and the fire that is no- 
quenched, or the everlasting fire. He says ex, 
pressly and repeatedly, the velley of Hinnoma 
the valley of Hinnom. So that we know no 
other way to understand the everlasting fire, 
and the undying worm, but as alluding to. fires 
always kept burning there, and to the filth and 
carcases of animals on which worms were al- 
ways feeding in that place. 

The only remaining instances of the men- 
tion of the valley of Hinnom by our Lord, are 
the two following :—Matt. x. 28. “ Fear not 
them which kill the body, but are not able to 
kill the soul5 but rather fear him who is able 
to destroy both soul and body in the valley of 
Hinnom.” Luke xii. 45. “I say unto you 
my friends, be not afraid of them that kill the 
body, and after that have no more that they 
cen do: but I forewarn you whom ye shall 
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fear : fear him, ‘who, after he hath killed, hath , l 

power to cast into the valley of Hinnom. f li 
On these passages I ofler one remark. The | 

destruction of the bodies of a large number of 

their citizens in the valley of Hinnom, by fire, 

and worms, and beasts, and birds, would not | 

h. have been allowed under any ordinary circum- 

} stances. Friendship, fellow feeling, respect | 

} for the dead, a sense of propricty, would have | 


forbidden them to expose their dead bodies in 


so shocking a manner without burial. Malice 
might kill the body, but publick sentiment and 


f common good feelings would have preserved | 


f their dead bodies so shameless violation. But 
} in the Providence of God, they were brought 


into a situation more desperate than individual | 
The re was a power that 
tament, we all perceive that no New ‘Testament 


} malice could effect. 
could destroy them in the valley of Hinnom, 
without the mitigation of any of its terrors, in 
spite of friendship or respect or humanity or 
decency. And all these things were to come 
and did come on that generation. 

In the passages which I have quoted, the 
valley of Hinnom is mentioned eleven times, 
or the Greek word Gehenna, but in our Eng- 
lish Testament it is unfortunately called hell. 
In all these instances it is mentioned in address- 
ing the Jews. The word occurs but once more 
in the New Testament, and then also it is ad- 
dressed to Jews. St. James is the writer who 
mentions it, and it is remarkable that he ex- 
pressly addresses his Epistle or letter “ to the 
twelve tribes which are scattered abroad.” St. 
James, however, does not name Gehenna as a 
place of punishment, but merely brings to view 
its odiousness. He says “ The tongue is a 
fire, a world of iniquity ; so is the tongue among 
our members, that it defileth the whole body, 
and settefh on fire the course of nature, and it 
is set on fire of the valley of Hinnom.” His 
meaning will probably be received correctly 
by all my hearers ; that the polluting and abo- 
minable language ’ which proceeds from the 
tongue of brutish mea, or the corrupt passions 
which set the tongue in motion, will admit of 
a comparison with that odious centre of abomi- 
nations, called Gehenna or the valley of Hin- 
nom. 

The Greek word Gehenna, occurs just twelve 
times in the New Testament.. In all these in- 
stances we read in our English Testaments, 
“ hell,” but the place spoken of is the valley 
of Hinnom. 





If I made myself intelligible in giving the 
history of the valley of Hinnom, I trust my 
hearers are qualified to take the meaning of all 
the passages in which it is mentioned by our | 
Lord and St. James. I presume we clearly 
perceive why our Lord entered into no explan- 
ations of his meaning, and why the Jews, even 
his disciples, asked for none. They all knew 
the valley of Hinnom. It lay on the south side 
of Zion’s hill They all knew its odious his- 





tory, and the fearful prophecy, that it should 
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become the valley of slaughter. As we find 
no difficulty in understanding our Lord, after 
learning the situation and history of the place, 
and the prophecies respecting it, so they asked 


| no explanations and needed none. 


I wish to offer several considerations to show, 
or rather to strengthen the conviction of my 
hearers, that the valley of Hinnem or Gehen- 
na, is a place well known to the Jews, and in 
the vicinity of Jerusalem, where it had heen 
predicted that transgressors should be cast; and 


that it is not a place in a future state of exis- 


their whole body, 


ence, where their carcases, 
cast in 


their two hands or two fect should be 
the midst of fire or worms. 

1. After taking a view of all the passages in 
which Gehenna is mentioned in the New Tes- 


writer of apostle, in addressing the Gentiles, 
ever made mention of this place. And we 
perceive with equal clearness, that as they 


| have notnamed it to them, they have not men- 
tioned it to them as a place of future punish- 


ment. But if it were that place in a future 
stete, where they were in danger of eternal 


' wretchedness, surely they were interested to 
i . ia 5 . 
know it; and more than common penetration 


must be necessary to discover why it was not 
once mentioned to them either in speaking or 
writing. 

2. We are all capable of noticing, that our 
Lord is the only person, who is recorded as 
having named Gehenna as a place of punish- 
ment. St. James names it once in his Epistle, 
but not as a place of punishment, as we have 
already had occasion to observe. When, there- 
fore, we perceive that the strongest language 
used by our Lord is taken from the Old Testa- 
ment, or is similar to language there applied to 
temporal things, we are abundantly prepared 
to infer that the punishme nt of the valle y of 


‘Hinnom, spoken of in the prophets, and alind- 


ed to by him was to take place in this world. 
Indeed it is once predicted by our Lord, that 
it should come, as it did come, on that genera- 
tion which were Jiving in his day. 

3. The Jews knew no other sense to the 
punishments of the valley of Hinnom, but the 
prophecied punishment of the Old Testament. 
Nothing appears in our Lord’s language, which 
leads us to suppose that he thought them igno- 
rant of the place, where their transgressors 
should be punished, or of the nature of the pun- 
ishment, which would be inflicted on them 
there. Nor does it appear that they apprehend- 


| ed any other meaning, or were impressed with 


a belief that their afflictions were to take place 
in an invisible state of being. 

4. It is obvious to remark that the punish- 
ment of the valley of Hinnom is never spoken 
of as the punishment of the spirit, separate 
from the body. It is the body or carcase, which 
is subject to fire and worms. 


5. [t is a fact worthy of notice, thet the sal- 

















vation revealed in the Gospel is never spoken 
of as a salvation from the punishments of the 
valley of Hinnom, considered as of eternal du- 
ration, although sincere believers among the 
Jews would escape those punishments such as 


they were. No such salvation was preached 
by Christ or his apostles. One of the effects 
of salvation would be to rescue Jews, more par- 
ticularly citizeas of Jerusalem, from the ruin of 
the valley of Hinnom, or as it is commonly 
translated hell. But its object was to with- 
draw them from sinning. Our Lord received 
his name Jesus because he should save his peo- 
ple from their sins ; not merely from the valley 
of Hinnom. Our Lord and his apostles pro- 
posed to turn men from darkness to light, from 
the power of Satan unto God, from idols to serve 
the living God ; from the vices and follies of 
the world to purity, wisdom and honour. 

6. The conduct of our Lord and his apostles 
are such as would naturally flow from the views 
which we have obtained on this subject. Nei- 
ther he nor they ever mention Gehenna pun- 
ishments to the Gentiles, or any people but 
Jews. When he speaks of them it is to Jews 
only, and in nine out of eleven instances to his 
disciples, who should escape them. To other 
Jews he merely says, “ how cau ye escape the 
damnation of the valley of Hinnom ?” or, as we 
read in the English New ‘Testament, * hell.” 

In order that believers might escape the val- 
ley of Hinnom, our Lord points out in a very 
particular manner, how they might know when 
that judgement approached, and what they 
must do to escape it. He says, “ When ye 
shall see the abomination of desolation,” or an 
army prepared to desolate, “ stand in the holy 
place (whoso readeth let him understand) then 
let them which be in Judea flee into the moun- 
tain ; let him who is on the house top not come 
down to take any thing out of his house ; nei- 
ther let him who is in the field return back to 
take his clothes—for then shall be great tribu- 
lation, such as was not since the beginning of 
the world to this time ; no, nor ever shall be.” 

7. In the Holy scriptures there are four 
words, neither of them meaning hell or a place 
of eternal punishment in a future state of exis- 
tence, yet all translated by that single word. 
These words are Sheol, Hades, Tartarus and 
Gehenna, which signifies the valley of Hinnom. 
I know not how to express my regret that er- 
rours of such magnitude have crept into the 
translation of the scriptures. It might justly, 
though severely, be asked, if king James’ trans- 
lators believed there was a plurality of hells. 
Those who have had knowledge e.ough to dis- 
cern the difficulty in which this mistranslation 
involved us, have undertaken to discriminate 
and determine which of those words is really 
the name of a place of eternal punishment be- 

ond the grave. They soon discovered that it 
is not Hades, Sheol or Tartarus, but some have 
not penetration, or knowledge enough to deter- 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


' 


| and restore corrupted and afflicted humen na- 
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mine, that the valley of Hinnom, or Gehenna 
was not the place, and therefore they conclud- 
ed that the word Gehenna designated a future 
and eternal hell, in an invisible state of being. 
I have no occasion to assure my hearers, on my 
authority that they were mistaken. The histo- 
ry of the valley of Hinnom, and the prophecies 
respecting it, speak for themselves. I would 
ouly encourage any, who may have the means 
to obtain more correct translations of the serip- 
tures, if they can be found, and compare them 
with that in common use which was made more. 
than two hundred years @go. 
Since these several hells have disappeated, 
the wisdom of man has erected conscience in- 
to a hell of eternal punishment. But, I trust 
that true wisdom will at length decide, that 
this opinion also is erroneous. . If the word 
hell is used at all, since it is found unscriptire 
I would not object to that use of language which 
calls conscience the true hell, although I could 
not admit of the applicatioa of the epithet efer- 
nal.—Let me say at once, I do not regard con- 
science as a principle implanted in man for pur- 
poses of infinite and eternal revenge. Oh, no. 
Far be the thought, that God is inexorable. On 
the contrary, I regard conscience as a self-pu- 
rifying power, established in man, like certain 
principles in outward nature, to prevent eternal 
desolation and ruin. In proportion as this pow- 
er is exerted, the more speedy will be the resto- 
ration. In the summer months, when the ani- 
mal and vegetable kingdoms droop under the 
heat of a burning sun, and the air seems de- 
prived of its life-giving qualities; suddenly a 
cloud appears in the west ; the lightning flash- 
es and the thunder rolls ; soon the descending 
torrents fall on the earth ; the corn is watered 
in the furrows and the grass in the field, and 
grateful man inhales with delight the cool, pu- 
rified and sweet scented air. Again, when con- 
tagion spreads over a country, and human ne- 
ture sickens under its influence ; when friend 
looks on friend as devoted to the fearful ravages 
of the destroyer ; then, the storm and the hur- 
ricane come as the messengers of God’s love, 
and sweep over the land and terrify the heart, 
but drive away captive before them contagion 
and death. Soit is with the soul. Does any 
one suppose that God can give such splendid 
powers to outward nature ; that he can estab- 
lish such an efficient principle of self-purifica- 
tion in mere unthinking inanimate matter; yet 
cannot establish such a power in the rational, 
reflecting, peace-seeking mind? As we dis- 
cern such a principle in nature, so we discern 
a similar principle in the human soul. Such a 
principle is conscience ; and there is reason to 
think, although contagion is permitted in the 
soul, and clouds and thick darkness are allow- 
ed to gather upon it, that the thunderings and 
lightnings, of conscience, internal storms and 
tempests will sweep away contagion and death, 

















































ture to righteousness and peace. 
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Before concluding this discourse I wish to 
offer a few remarks. 

1. The fact that four words in the sacred 
Writings are translated into English by one and 
the same word, hell, is decisive proof of the 
importance and wisdom of laying our minds o- 
pen to receive instruction. When we see so 
striking an illustration of the confusion in which 
religious truth has existed, who can fail to wish 
that those choice instruments in the hands of 
God, who are now waked up to the pursuit of 
ypure knowledge, and an uncorrupted faith, may 
press forward, and may be long preserved and 
abundantly strengthened to fulfil their task. 

2. Instead of regretting that an acquaintance 
with Jewish history and geography has shewn 
f us that the valley of Hinnom is in this world 
and not in another ; we ought to rejoice as be- 
lievers in a spiritual religion, that the great out- 
ward terrour of a hell is removed, and that men 
} are now more likely to turn their attention to 
those sacrifices and troubles of a mental, spir- 
itual, hearfelt nature, to which they are sub- 
A jected by acourse of sin. Now, the goodness 
of God, not the vengeance, may lead men to 
# repentance ; now the love of Christ may con- 
# strain us; now, the voice of wisdom, stnce it 
speaks more distinctly in tones of affection, may 
be listened to and obeyed. I hope that now 


the spirit of our spiritual religion will appear 
more generally in the lives of its believes. 


3. The progress of knowledge tends to es- 
tablish the religion of Christ. We ought to 
consider that Christianity takes hold of the re- 
flecting mind, in proportion as it is purified of 
its dross, and we have reason to think that we 
have real knowledge of its truths. And while 
the faith of men strengthens with the progress 
of light, the influence of religion on their hearts 
will be more benevolent and purifying. Truth 
is not caleulated to injure the rational mind, but 
all darkness and doubt, delusion and espeially 
violent rejection of the truth tends to injure it 
more than men readily eonceive. 

Finally, we are called to notice the misery 
brought on the Jewish people in consequence 
of transgression. What must have been the 
feelings of relatives and friends to behold the 
dear objects of their affection cast out unburied, 
to be food for the beasts of the earth and the 
fowls of the air. Without believing in eternal 
punishment, which is a gross idea, and reflects 
on the divine character ; there is that in the 
nature of sin and the consequences which it 
involves, sufficient, we would think, to warn 
men against it, while virtue is followed by a 
good conscience and a peace which passes all 
understanding. Our interest is to follow wis- 
dom. She standeth in the top of high places, 
by the way in the places of the paths, and 
stretches forth both her pleading arms, and 
holds out her rich rewards to every passenger 
——yiches and honour are in her left hand, and 
in her right hand health and long life.-—Prov. 
viii. 2. iii. 16. 











THE ESSAYIST. 
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Having at length disposed of some matter 
from correspondents that demanded admission, 
and having paid sufficient attention to the char- 
ges, implicating our orthodoxy, preferred a- 
gaingt us by our friends, who, it is prokable, 
are less acquainted with the ground over which 
we have travelled than we are, and by those 
who perhaps read more than they think, and 
believe more than they rend, we return with 
pleasure to greet our readers once more under 
the Essayist. 

We promised some farther remarks on the 
subject of education. No subject is by the 
writer of this, deemed more important, and 
none deserves a more serious attention from any 
one, who regards himself as one of the human 
family. The proper instruction of youth, is 
matter of grave concern, for on it depends the 
solution of the question, whether minp shall 
go forward, or whether it shall sink back into 
the feebleness of ignorance and false learning, 
which so long held the human race in worse 
than Egyptian bondage. Yet, this is an en- 
quiry we cannot readily answer. It will perhaps 
be profitable to look farther at the defects of 
the present system, and it may be, the errours 
of others will teach us wisdom. 

It has already been stated as one prominent 
objection to the present system of eauca 
tion that it does not teach the learner ‘to 
think, nor to reason. Hence, perhaps, the 
cause why there are so many dui/ scholars, and 
why there are so many bright and active chil- 
dren who hate the school and loathe a book. A 
mistake runs through the whole system, aud is 
imbibed by almost every teacher and every pa- 
rent, that children have peculiar gifts, that un- 
less they have a natural taste for the acquisition 
of certain branches, they cannot learn them. 

I would these persons, in some other respects, 
would believe more in nature and less in edu- 
cation ; but in this instance their creed should 
be reversed. 

“ What man has done man may do,” is a 
maxim that should be engraved over the door 
of every school house, and instead of a child 
being told he has no genius for such a branch, 
he should be taught mind is omnipotent. Chii- 
dren have no natural bias for one study more 
than another ; and I have never seen any pos- 
sessing the common mental faculties, but are 
capable of acquiring all the knowledge taught 
in any of our schools, and acquiring it in haif 
the time and with half the expense usually 
employed. Children are fond of new things, 
fond of new ideas, ; and if our teachers would 
give them ideas instead of compelling them to 
commit to memory words and sentences they 
do not understand, there would be: litte diffi- 
culty in fixing the attention of the most un- 
promising and least tractable. 
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Let us leok et one of our common schools 
and point out the curious method adopted by 
most ef our teachers. To begin with the teach- 
et,—he has learfed (it is very doubtful wheth- 


er he knows, ) to read, that is to call his letters | 


and words as he sees them, in some style or 
other, with a good deal facility. 1f he happens 
to be educated under one who had learned to 


pronounce correctly, we may, probably, find , 


not much to condemn in his prouounciation of 


all words he remembers to have heard his mas- | this teacher? 


ter pronounce ; but if he has not a pronouncing 
dictionary in his hand, it is best to stop our ears 
when he comes to any others. So much for 
single words. In the enuciation of sentences, 
all rules of emphasis and cadence are marder- 
ed, and if he reads for any length of time, you 
may yawn at his monotony or wish him whip- 
ped for his affectrtion. The sense or meaning 
of the author—that is a thing quite unknown 
and even unthought of—if the piece be poetry, 
you wonder where is its harmony, ard are 
strongly inclined to look over his shoulder to 
ascertain whether every line begins with a ea- 
pital. 

Having examined bim in reading, question 
him on orthography. He may perhaps know 
letters are divided into vowels and consonants, 
and perhaps a consonant cannot make a sylla- 
ble of itself. Farther, itis very doubtful wheth- 
er he can proceed. On etymology and syntax, 
if he has a good memory he may tell you 
what the grammar book says, but of the reason 
or ap | of ono of the rules he recites, it is 
very doubtful whether he has any idea at all. 
Tn arithmetick we may find him able to answer 
most of the questions set down in his book as 
far as the RULE OF THREE, and some may go 
further. Thus far the writer was enabled to 
ga, when quite a boy the inspector certified that 
he was qualified to teach a common school, and 
he was deemed quite “ good in figures.” The 
higher branches of mathematicks are not 
much taught in our common schools, though 
when they are, it is little more than com- 
mitting to memory what is found in the text 
book. 

In geography a little may be known, but in 
most cases the teacher refers to his book, to as- 
certain whether the scholar has answered right 
or not. He may have some acquaintance with 
history, at least, so far as to remember that in 
“¢ Adam’s fall we sinned all,” and about natur- 
al history enough to say, the “cat doth play 
and often slay.” He may perhaps, know e- 
nough about rhetorick to tell you Blair has 
written Lectures on the subject, and he may re- 
collect that Duncan or watts or somebody has 
written a treatise on Logick. As to his genaral 
literature and refinement of taste, nothing need 
be said for little of these is ever exhibited. He 
may have read Watts’ psalms, the New-Eng- 
land Primer, and some other books. In the 
art of thinking—the extent is, that he shall 














spend a winter easier in imparting his knowl~ 
edge and ‘teaching the young idea how to shoot,’ 
than he can in driving through the storm and 
cold at some useful employment. 

Such is the teacher. I would not be under- 
stoui as meaning this is the character of all , 
school teachers, but still it is an unexaggerated 
picture of a vast number, and I fear a large 
majority of the common school teachers in this 
state. Now how much are we to expect from 
Let us examine his conrse of 
















































instruction. 

The teacher comes into his school, sour, 

ready to eat up his scholars, or with an ‘affect- 
ed dignity makes them afraid to ask him a 
single question, or to state a single difficulty. 
The child is presented with a book, at the knee 
of the master, with the question, while the 
knife, perhaps, points to the first letter in the 
alphabet, ‘ whatis that?’ and thus to each let- 
ter till the whole alphabet is gone over. The 
little boy or girl is then sent to a hard seat 
where it must stay, motionless and noiseless, 
without any thing to arouse or call forth the 
young mind for an hour enda half. Thus, day 
after day, the child is sent to school. If fa- 
tigued, if feeling the buoyancy of the age and 
the desire tc be active common to that period, 
a laugh or a whisper is discovered, the stento- 
rian lungs of the teacher are in requsition, per- 
haps his rod—the little urchin is half frighted 
out of his wits—learns little more than to hate 
the school and dread to hear the parent tell him 
to go. 
Having got out of the A B C’s, he finds no 
more encouragement. Still itis the dry tedious 
task of learning mechanically, learning to spell 
words, the meaning of which he does not know 
nor can he guess the use. He is then put into 
a reading lesson and begins to read, no—man 
—may—put—off—the—law—of—God ; with- 
out once thinking, or being required to think, of 
the meaning of what he is reading. The same de- 
fect runs through the whole course of studies 
in the school. The teachers give few. expla- 
nations, they encourage few questions, for they 
are unable to answer them. Thus it is, time 
is squandered, money wasted, and children 
destoyed at school. But, I will not pursue the 
disgusting picture. 

Children should be taught, wherever it is 
possible, by having the objects with which they 
are to become acquainted presented to them. ~ 
Let them examine and the voice of the teach- 
er give a description. Jet reading be thought 
as an amusement, give the child a description 
which he is anxious to learn, and he will soon 
master it. Study should be his pastime, and in- 
struction should be ‘given in a manner not on! 
plain but interesting. Give to the young mind 
ideas, keep the boy awake with novelty, be 
pleasant to him, and teach him as though you 
were telling him a story to please him.--But I 
haev not time to enlarge. 
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dividual and his God ; and it is much better 


But religion is a thing between the in- | 
for the individual to go directly to the throne | 


for employment, and on the wages he may 
please to give for a support, is constantly in- 











EQUALITY,—NO. I. | ot grace and pray for himself, than it is to hire 
The man who is capable oflooking ov hu- ' a priest to do it for him. For whatever we pol 
man society with the eye of a philosopher, , would have well done, we shopld do ourselves, it 
who can compare causes and effects, trace the | and not employ a hireling. But this class ob- $00 
secret springs of actions, and determine the | tain a livelihood from their calling; conse- ne 
» influence of prevailing institutions, will readi- | quently they will do all they can to flatter , 
Ty perceive the cause of the crime and misery, | themselves and those who support them, their He 
now prevalent, is:chiefly. owing to the inequal- | order is necessary. Th 
ity which exists among us, and which almost | Another class, an unproductive class, in ma- els 
every institution tends to perpetuate and in- | ny respects a privileged class, live upon the hig 
crease, | earnings of others, and trample upon those me 
Perhaps it is not pgssible to bring all to the | who support them—the lawyers. ‘These men an 
same standard, while individual enterprise is | are but a moth to us. They professionally ac 
allowed, and allowed it must be, unless we | pretend to aid individuals in obtaining justice ; the 
would destroy society, it is hardly to be ex- | but by the uncertainty they introduce into the ar 
pected that all will be of the same size, that | laws, by the ambiguous manner in which laws mo 
all will be equally successful. But it were a | themselvesare framed, the aid becomes doubt- sup 
mournful truth, a depressive thought, to say | ful, foritis no sign a man has the right because ma 
nothing can be done, that we cannot lessen the | he succeeds, or that he is wrong hecause he the 
distance between the parts or classes as they | failed. Laws are always an evil, the less we mo 
now exist. It were thinking meanly of mun, | have of them the better. We send men to our Th 
meanly of his social powers, to say he is sus- | Legislature, we pay them high wages; they cre 
ceptible of no better state of society than the | frame or enact, at every session, a large number Ye 
present. It were indeed paying little atten- | of laws, drawn up withthat peculiar ambigu- to 
tion to past experience, as well as turning | ity that, without a seven years study, the most 
blindly from what may be seen in almost every | talented cannot hope to understand them. In- ed. 
exertion of which we are capable. stead of taking common sense and natural jus- en) 
There is no natura! difference between the | tice for our guide, we attempt to shape our ac- sid 
members of society. The child of the poor is | tions according to these untelligible laws, get be 
not, when born, more ignorant or more help- | into a dispute and spend our whole fortune be. 
less than the child of the rich. In acquiring | to pay the law to help us out. his 
knowledge, the chiidren of the opulent and Now if this class were all employed in culti- loa 
powerful are not more apt, nor do they learn | vating the earth, and the legislators were com- pla 
with greater ease, or distinguish with greater | pelled to fast till they had travsacted their bu- be 
aecuracy, than those of an opposite descrip- | siness, or until they learned old laws should be teti 
tion. ‘I'he ornament of science has often been | just before they made new ones, that old du- me 
the child of poverty, and the lower classes of | ties should be defined before additional ones hot 
society have yielded as great geniuses as the | are imposed, we might hope for something val- me 
world can boast. There is not then, in the uable. The best law is a high moral feeling, So. 
physical or intellectual powers of mankind, | and the best lawyer is he who can best draw lies 
any reason why one class should be oppressed, | forth the moral and intellectual faculties of the sel 
why one should be called the higher and the | youth. Law never made a man honest, but it sel 
_ other the lower. Nor, indeed, is there any | has made manya man bankrupt, not only in ~ 
thing in their moral natures which should con- | wealth but in integrity and in respectability. 
tinue the inequality which now exists. The | Let laws be simplified, be reduced in number ma 
reason why we should despair of a reform, | and always founded on natural justice ; let le- ists 
if despair we must, is found somewhere else. | gislators follow the plough, and lawyers obtain als 
The reason is not abstruse ; it is on the sur-| their fee by pursuing the employment of the hig 
face, and the stupified may understand, and | agriculturalist or the mechanick, and we should tok 
the blind almost see it. No matter how so- | soon see crime diminishing and equality pre- ver 
ciety become thus divided. It is divided, and | vailing. But the lawyer will oppose this in- Re 
we may see what perpetuates this division.— | novation. for 
We have a privileged class which sprung Pérhaps the inequality which reigns between Po 
up during ignorant ages. Time has confirm- | the rich and the pooris the most destructive to sur 
ed their power, und long habit has made us| peace and virtue. One man has a capital, he wil 
conclude we cannot live without them. We} may employ it in agriculture; he finds the pro 
have the clergy, a non-productive class, who, | poor, sets them to work ; if their number be the 
in this country, consume annually twenty mil- | great, and nobody else to employ them, he re- ma 
lions of dollars. These are employed to do | duces their wages so low that though they may pia 
what every man could do a great deal better | live, they can never hope to be otherwise than dist 
for himself. They watch the interests of reli- | poor. These labourers have families, and thus ] 
gion. the number which must depend on the rich 
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creasing, and the wages will diminish in pro- | 
portion to the number of the labourers. Heuce 
it is the labouring class of community are | 
soon reduced tothe lowest state of wretched- 
ness. 

A man has some hundred thousand dollars. 
He erects a large manufacturing establishment. 
The market is empty. The Tariff or something 
else, excludes foreign competition ; demand is 
high ; he employs a large number of lavourers, 
men women and children ; gives decent wages 
and still finds it profitable. Others have also 
acapital ; other establishments are erected ; 
the market is soon supplied ; thence follows 
a reduction of Wages. The labourer must work 
more hours, produce more to obtain the same 
support. But this greater production gluts.the 
market, a surplus is produced, and this reduces 
the wages still lower; and, it will be found, the 
more the labourer produces the poorer he grows. 
This seems a hard case, that plenty should in- 
crease poverty, a surplus should produce want. 
Yet so it is. The inequality which exists tends 
to perpetuate and increase itself. 

But, there is a greater evil, not yet mention- 
ed. While one class labours and the other | 
enjoys, the labouring class will always be con- | 
sidered the lowest. A new scale of worth will 
be introduced, the reverse of what it should 
be. A man will be respected in proportion to 
his idleness. Hence, the labourer learns to 
loathe his labour, he is impatient of his em- 
pléyment, he is anxious to be rich, that he may 
be idle and be respected. Now spring the temp- 
tetions to crime. The struggle to be rich com- 
mences ; all ties are forgotten ; all principles of 
honour and morality are abandoned. Fair 
means or foul, the intention is to be rich. 
Some perhaps are stimulated by want to re- 
lieve themselves, others anxious to place them- 
selves on a level with those who consider them- 
selves abuve them. Crime becomes frequent 
—jails and gibbets are in requisition, &e. 

This theme need not be pursued. The re- 
marks made elicit the inequality which ex- 
ists, they show the evil which flow from it, and 
also that it is for the appareat interest of the 
higher classes to promote it. Something ought 
tobe done. Political doctors manage this subject 
very poorly, and religious doctors still worse. 
Religious teachers tell the poor to be content, 
for if poor here, they shall be rich hereafter. 
Political teachers devise means to increase the 
surplus produce, blindly imagining abundance 
will remove the evil when in fact we already 
produce more than enough. We may prohibit 
the manufactures of other nation, and this 
may afford temporary relief, but itis only an 0- 
piate that may calm but can noi remove the 
disease. 

Equality must be introduced. Every man 
should produce for himself, orevery one should 
be engaged in some branch of productive. in- 
dustry. This would secure fo each one a com- 











petence. In those branches which the indivi- 
dual can not master, the principle of co-opera- 
tion may be introduced. But,there should be 
no such thing as a labouring class, and consum- 
ing class,one separate from the other. Se- 
eure to every man the products of his own la- 
bour, and the evil will disappear. These are 
only a few hints thrown out, on which we in- 
tend to enlarge as we have leisure, particular- 
ly to point out how the proposed plan may be 
carried into effect—[EpiTor. 


“ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 
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LET US AWAKE. 

We take the hberty to call the attention of our read- 
ers to the articles now publishing under the heud of 
“Church and State.” These articles are the result of 
much observation on the present, as well as pretty ex- 
tensive acquaintance with the history of the clergy in 
past ages. The lessons they inculcate are believed by 
the writer not only true, but peculiarly appropriate to 
the present state of religious excitement. 

We have frequently reminded our friends and the 
publick, that there is serious cause of danger from the 
movements of the orthodox religionists—danger, be- 
cause the enemy appears under a name we all res- 
pect, and is supported by men of the highest standing, 
making great pretensions to piety and virtue. This 
enemy is a Protean monster. He can assume any 
shupe, and by turns he eddressés himself to every pas- 
sion, and strikes every cord which caa vibrate to his 
own pleasure and interest. 

There is nothing more ungrateful, nor even more 
dangerous, than to oppose the measures of a party 
prolessedly religious. Under that holy nume,it would 
seem the foulest plots may be engendered, and the 
most insidious designs fostered and ripened to execu- 
tion. Yet, if you sound the alarm, if you bid your 
countrymen beware, if you call upon the friends of 
equal rights ty unite for the preservation of their lib- 
erties, of good order and of good feeling, you are brand- 
ed “ infidels,” “ opposers of religion,” “enemies to 
God,” * wicked disorganizers of society,” &c. These 
appellations have been liberally heaped upon the 
writer of this article, und if he could for a moment 
hesitate between duty and apparent interest, he would 
have been silent, and left the task of a watchman to 
others, But circumstances have placed us upon the 
walls of Zion ; whatever be the danger, we shall not 
shrink from our post; and however much we may 
wish to be at peace with all men, and to pass a quiet 
life, our breast is bared to the’ shafis of the enemy, and 
weare determined to sign no ignominious truce, or to 
encourage a shameful treaty. The line is drawn, the 
sides are taken, the forces are called out, the tempest 
lowers, and the combat rages. Every thing isatstake, 
Liberty, mental freedom, every thing dear to man is 
safe in the triumph of one party—ignoble slavery, base 
degraded servitude to an unholy, priestly despotism is 
our doom. if the other prevail. 
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Do we ask for facts? Facts there are at hand. Look 
at that pattern of piety, the orthodox Sabbath-keeping 
line of stages, *‘ the Pioneer.” What was its avowed 
object? To cheapen the expense, or to facilitate the 
meens of travelling? No. It was called the “ Lord’s 
Line,” and all who rode in the “ Old Line,” one which 
hel long been established and supported by men who 
dese.v - vell of the publick—all who preferred this 
Ine tothe “ Pioneer” were represented as travelling 
to hell, they were ranked with swindlers, rogues, and 





-such like characters. 


What were we taught by this piety line? Simply, 
that no stage proprietor, no owner of a boat on the 
Canal, no merchant, no mechanick, no tradesmen, and 
no professional man whatever, should be encouraged 
in what might be his only mears of obtaining a living 
for himself and family, unless he could support what 
a certain class of divines declared it his duty to sup- 
port. Yet these divines tell you they are opposed to 


coercion: yes, forsooth, but they are not opposed to | 


starving a man into compliance, This man isa me- 
chanick ; his living depends upon his finding employ- 
ment, or a sale for his wares. 
stance, keep the Sabbath as some say he ought. 
then can find no employment, no purchasers for his 
wares, for all have determined they wili not encourage 
such aman. How will he find bread for himself and 
family? How will he provide for his wife? how rear 
his little ones to respectability ? He must bow to the 
unholy alliance—he must turn traitor to his conscience 
—pretend reverence for that he does not reverence— 
he must te a hypocrite before he can obtain a living. 
This would be freedom ! Heaven forefend! 

Yet such are the tendencies of the measures sup- 
ported by the orthodox party. One year ago, in this 
quarter at least, we perceived it. Have we fallen 
asleep? or has the danger abated? Abated it has not. 
The Pioneer s‘ill runs, a disgrace to community, an 
insult to religion. How is it supported? By money 
begged from community. In these hard: times agents 
are going the rounds to churches, to procure funds 
from charity to support it. Base iniquity! 

All the other measures are in operation; and it 
should be known the Sabbath keeping folks have re- 
eolved to make another attack on Congress to stop the 


Mail. ‘They were repulsed last year, but they may 
not be this. They may not find a Col. Johnson on the 
committee. They may succeed. If they do, they 


have a precedent, an “ opening wedge,” and what may 
they not attempt to carry by a petition? They may 
then ask for “ a wise national creed ;”” they may ask 
for the publick lands; they may ask for the mail to 
put into their pious line of stages, so they can increase 
their monopoly; they may ask, we cannot tell for 
what; but this is certain, the great principle of reli- 
gious liberty is now involved in this question of Sab- 
bath Maile. It has assumed such a shape that, if the 
petitioners succeed, it is the triumph of ecclesiastical 
domination. It is therefore important measures should 
be immediately taken to check the progress of fanati- 
cism and intolerance. 

It was supposed that, driven from the hal!s of Con- 


But he does not, for in- | 
He | 


| 


| tents. 





gress, they would not renew the attack ; but they in- 
tend their partial defeat shall be turned into victory, 
Citizens of a free government, remember you are free 
only by your own vigilance and virtue. Deceiye not 
yourselves by imagining a security you do not possess, 
While men slept, the enemy sowed his tares among 
the wheut. We think the 
enemy weak, we tuke no precautions—he improves 
this negligence toimcrease his. power. We think him 
honest or harmless ; he snatches this to insinuate him: 
self into our confidence, and it will be well if we dash 


Let us be on our guard. 


the poisoned chalice frum our lips ere we drain its con- 
We think him holy: with a pious face he 
grasps our purse, that may be payed for forging our 
fetters. These are not idle fears, but would to God 
they were, 

Ifere the 
Genius of Liberty, after having been successively ex- 
pelied from every clime, thought to erect her temple 
She saw in the 
bright visions of hope the future sons and daughters of 


Our country is dear to every freeman. 


and find a land to cali her home. 


this Republick sporting in freedom, enjoying the rights 
of their nature, and rising to the highest pitch of hu- 
man greatness, preparing to teach the worl to be free. 
But the vision is blasted; the whispers of hope are 
false; and our Republick, like Athens or Rome, may 
sigh under the whip of the despot, unless we guard 
well every appearance of danger, watch with the most 
jealous eye the dominant spirit of ecclesiastical digni- 
taries. 

Something must be done. We pronounced the 
word “union” among all the liberals. We repeat it, 
and would to heaven it could be echoe’ from every 
independent press in the country, whatever may be its 
creed ;-—Union, for the preservation of our rights, the 
perpetuity of our free institutions, for the liberty of 
free enquiry, and the exercise of such religions as each 
individual may choose, without his being praised or 
censured ;—Union to defeat the mad attempts of zeal- 
ots and ambitious priests, and to teach the world man 
is capable of self government. Editors should treat 
this subject fearlessly and powerfully : every one, 
who sees the danger, should point it out to his neigh- 
bour, till all shal! see and all be awake. 

Let our wranglings cease; stop contending about 
the niceties of polemical theology. All is at stake.— 
Let us win our freedom, banish tyranny and priestly 
arrogance, and then we may attend to these fooleries, 
which distract the brain. But let a sense of commoo 
danger suspend all our intestine divisions. Let us a- 
wake and bend all our powers to the great question— 
SHALL MAN BE FREE ?—[ Editor. 


CHURCH AND STATE.—NO. 5. 

But few remarks are here required to place 
the extracts made in our Jast, in their true 
light. The .authours of the circular seem 
confident the various measures which they 
mention, aud which the orthodox clergy ad- 
yocated with characteristick zeal at that time, 
and which they cherish with all of maternal 
fondness at this time—the authours seem con- 
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jident these measures will -esult “in a wise 
national creed.”? This seems to have been, 
at the date of the circular, the object of their 
wishes, and we shall soon proceed to show 
their disposition has not changed. 

By forming this combination, or by bringing 
about this consolidation of the principal reli- 
gious denominations, and thus enlisting “ nu- 
merical force” on their side, “ all the opposi- 
tion from infidelity will be borne down and 
overpowered.” Now this term “ infidelity” is 
a word of vague import, very different in its 
meaning at Rome than at Constantinople. It 
means, however, in religious parlance, what- 
ever opposes the orthodox, or predominant re- 
ligion in the country in which it is used. It 
is the chief weapon of the orthodox, the prin- 
cipal argument used by the ciergy to silence 
those who are doubtful about the propriety of 
their measures. It is thrown asa mark, and 
the person to whom it is applied is designated 
to destruction, or as deserving the abhorrence 
of those who love the clergy. Still, to an 
enlightened mind, the application of the term 
isa badge of honour; as in fact the word infi- 
del denotes a person who prefers honesty to 
hypocrisy, and liberty and mental freedom 
with the few, to slavery with the many. The 
clergy would overpower all infidels, siop their 
voices, and prevent them from enjoying those 
tights for which our fathers fought, bled and 
died. 

This topick must not be so soon dismissed. 
There is a large class of our population, aye, 
aud the very bone and marrow, if yor nlease, 
of our population, who study rather tne ordi- 
nary concerns of life than theology; who, 
having the interest of their country at heart, 
have not found leisure to attend to a!' the nice 
distinctions, invisible to all but tneoiogical 
eyes, in which religion is made to consist.— 
These persons, marking the contending fac- 
tions of religionists, the general uncertainty of 
all their speculations, adopt a moral practice 
for themselves ; or, at least, treat the great 
topicks of dispute among zealots with indiffer- 
ence, and sometimes, perhaps, with silent 
contempt. These men, heretofore, have been 
our publick spirited citizens; they have been 
our warm hearted patriots; the defenders of 
our country, the framers of our constitution ; 
our magistrates, representatives, and _presi- 
dents. Under this description is ranked a 
Franklin, a Jefferson, a Madison, and by far 
the larger number who are conspicuous in our 
history, a large share of those whose virtues 
have rendered our republick illustrious, who 
have pointed out to her the path of glory. 

But these persons, by the orthodox, would 
he accounted infidels, because they professed 
but little and practiced much. These persons, 
by the religionists, are held up as mournful 
proof of the depravity of human nature, as 
men with superb talents, but destitute of grace ; 
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and who, with all their excellencies, with all 
their virtues, with all the utility of their lives, 
are now probably suffering the goawings of 
that worm which never dies. Instead of teach- 
ing the youth to imitate their virtues and their 
usefulness, the clergy tell them to avoid their 
practices, and to look with horrour upon their 
want of zeal for the church. 

But these persons are persons of this des- 
cription, who have filled the publick offices in 
the gift of a free people with so much dignity, 
with so much usefulness and glory to their 
country, are to be “ borne down and overpow- 
ered,” compelled to become sectarians before 
they can hold any publick office, hypocrites 
before they can be trusted with the publick 
good. Such a course would soon stamp our 
republican government with infamy; would, 
to the no small joy of all crowned heads, over- 
throw our free institutions, and rear a detested 
monarchy on the ruins of liberty. . It were in- 
decent to express our abhorrence of this plan, 
or the indignation it must excite in every en- 
lightened, in every patriotick bosom. But such, 
fellow citizens, is the avowed object of our 
idolized priests, to effect which they declare 
themselves at work. We would invoke the 
shades of the martyrs of our revolution to 
frown indignant upon such measures, and up- 
on the shameless avowal of them. We may 
not be endangered, but alas, we may feel too 
secure. ‘There is something rotten, there is 
something wrong, when a class of men, so nu- 
merous and so powerful as the orthodox clergy, 
dare avow such sentiments, or when they can 
even embrace them. 

The clergy seem anxious to be distinguis':ed 
by a “national costume,” which, “ solemn and 
imposing,” will secure the “ sacerdotal charac- 
ter” its dignity. Not willing to trust to the 
naked beauty of religion, and rest their digni- 
ty on the utility of their lives, on the benevo- 
lence of their characters, they are ambitious 
of a dress which shall extort unmeritted res- 
pect, and give them undue influence which 
they despair of obtaining by the simplicity of 
their doctrines, or from the beneficence of their 
practice. 

“These anticipations,” they think, “ will 
be realized in securing an appropriation of a 
portion of publick lands, to a limited and yet 
a sufficient number of clergy, and to a well 
defined course of education.” There is no 
diffiulty in comprehending this sentence. If 
the clergy weie always equally intelligible, 
the world would not be disgraced by religious 
contentions, nor the church deformed with in- 
comprehensible dogmas. Congress has the 
eare of large tracts of publick lands—some 
very valuable, and almost indescribably excel- 
lent. These lands would make a fine patri- 
mony for the church. 

Reader, how do you think the clergy ex- 
pect to grasp these lands? Such men as Coi, 
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Johnson would not be too ready to bestow such 
valuable presents upon a class of men who 
have abused him and all other patriots, who 


have disturbed the ashes of the dead, and | 


branded with reproach those who gained our 
independence. But think ye of no feasible 
plan? Let none be members of Congress but 
those who are devoted tothe clergy—none but 
those who depend on the orthodox for their 
votes—let none but these have charge of our 
publick lands, and how long would it require 
to obtain a law appropriating a part or all of 
these lands to the service of the church? If 
the orthodox could govern the polls, these men 


| 
| 


would fear no publick censure, they would be | 


supported in their unhallowed measures. 
Have not the orthodox a plan adopted ; have 
they not avowed it their intention to support 
no man for office, unless he is sound in the 
faith ? Whether so or not, what we have al- 
ledged shqws very clearly the orthodox are 
determined to receive some state patronage ; 


| and a sincere friend of Cliistianity. He should 


that they are labouring to gain for themselves | 


an establishment that will interfere with the 
rights of our citizens; that they are labouring 


‘religion, and act in conformity with its pre- 


to accomplish an object which menaces with | 


death every spark of genuine liberty. True, 


we are told the people of these United States | 
are too well enlightened toever submit to this. | 


It may be so. 
prove itso. But of one thing we feel confi- 
dent, that if we remain inactive, boasting how 
well we are enlightened, we may regret that 
we had not deemed ourselves more ignorant. 
The dispogition which we charged to the 
clergy, appears, from what has been said, evi- 
dently theirs. 
fer—language which speaks, or should speak, 
in a voice of thunder to every freeman. We 
shall present our readers with the part of a fa- 
mous sermon of Doct. E.S. Ely, of Phila- 
delphia, preached on the anniversary of our 
independence, deemed an appropriate discourse 
for our nation’s jubilee. The extracts we shall 
make have been already before our readers, 
but they should be repeated till every one gets 
them by heart; till every manly principle of 
his bosoin burns with honest indignation at the 
unhallowed spirit which dictated them. They 
form a link in our chain of evidences, and 
ought not to be left out. Had the authour of 
the sermon a conscience, and did he believe 
in the awful day of judgment about which he 
preaches, he would tremble lest this sermon 
should rise up against him, and condemn him 
to that ell to which he so liberally dooms the 
infidel and the heretical. But God is merci- 
ful, and we rejoice to think that even Ezra 
Stiles Ely will yet become holy and happy. 
It is only necessary to remark, Dr. Ely is 
one of the leading members of the Presbyteri- 
an church, being standing clerk of their gene- 
ral assembly, and the one often pitched upon 
to write and publish their reports. 


We pray God the result may | 


| to God, pray in private, and in the domestick 


But we have more facts to of- | 


| of Christianity.” 





No cen- | 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


sure has been passed upon him for this pub- 
lication by the church to which he belongs, 
though that church has not been sparing in 
its denunciations upon those who. have con- 
‘ened his sentiments. T'rom the high stand- 
ing of the man, and the geveral approbation 
of his party, together with many other circum- 
stances not necessary to mention now, We Ccon- 
sider the sermou official, as authorized, at least, 
bearing the implied sanction of the whole 
Presbyterian order in the United States. We 
would not be uncharitable, nor would we de- 
grade charity to mere blindness and credulity; 
but here follow the extracts—they may speak 
for themselves. 

“ Let it be distinctly stated and fearlessly 
maiatained in the first place, that every mem- 
ber of this christiun vation, from the highest 
to the lowest, oug!it to serve tie Lord with 
fear, and yield his sincere homage to the Sou 
of God. Every ruler should be an avowed, 


know and believe the doctrines of our holy 


cepts. This he ought todo; because as aman 
he is required to serve the Lord; and as a 
publick ruler, he is called upon by divine au- 
thority ‘ to kiss the Son.’ 

“ Our rulers, like any other members of the 
community, who are under law to God as ra- 
tional being, and under law to Christ, since 
they have the light of divine revelation, ought 
to search the scriptures, assent to the truth, 
profess faith in Christ, keep the Sabbath holy 


cirele, attend on the publick ministry of the 
word, be baptized, and celebrate the Lord’s 
Supper. None of our rulers have the consent 
of their Maker that they should be Pagans, 
Socinians, Mussulmans, Deists, the opponents 


“In other words, our Presidents, Secreta- 
ries of the Government, Senators, and other 
Representatives in Congress, Governours of 
States, Judges, State Legislators, Justices of 
the Peace, and city Magistrates, are just as 
much bound as any other persons in the Unit- 
ed States, to be orthodox in their faith, and 
virtuous and religious in their whole deport 
ment. They may no more lawfully be bad 
husbands, wicked parents, men of heretical 
opinions, or men of dissolute lives, than the 
obscure individual who would be sent to Bride- 
well for his blasphemy and debauchry. 

“God, my hearers, requires a Christian 
faith, a Christian profession, and a Christian 
practice of all our publick men; and we as 
Christian citizens ought, by the publication of 
our opinions, to require the same. 

“ Secondly—Since it is the duty of all our 
rulers to serve the Lord and kiss the Son of 
God, it must be most manifestly the duty of 
all our Christian fellow-citizens to honour the 
Lord Jesus Christ and promote Christianity 
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by electing and supporting as publick officers 
the friends of our blessed Saviour. If all the 


truly religious men of our nation would be | 


punctual and persevering in their endeavours 
to heve good men chosen o fill ali our nation- 
al and state offices of honour, power and trust, 
their weight would be soon felt by poiiticiaas ; 
and those who care little for the religion of the 
Bible, would for their own interest, consult 
ihe reasonable wishes of the great mass of 
Christians throughout our land. 

“1 propose. fellow-citizens, a new sort of 
union, or, if you please, @ Chrisliaa party in 
politicks, which I am exceedingly desirous all 
good men in our country should join; not by 
subscribing a constitution aud tie tormation of 


anew socicty, but by adopting, avowing, and | 
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| to any man destitute of religious principle and 
morality.” 

*‘ Let us all be Christian politicians, and 
govern ourselves by supreme love to our bless- 
ed Master, whether we unite in prayers or iu 
the election of our civil rulers. Let us be as 
conscientiously religious at the polls as in the 
pulpit, or house of worship.” 
| ‘ Let us never support by our votes any im- 
moral man, or any known contemner of any 
of the fundamental doctrines of Christ for any 
office ; and least of all for the Presidency of 
these United States. Let us elect men who 
dare to acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ for 
| tieir Lord in their publick documents. Which 
‘of our Presidents have ever done this? It 
would pick ne Infidel’s pocket, and break no 





determining to act upon truly religious princi- + Jew’s neck, if our President should be so sin- 


ples in all civil matters.” 

“If three or four of the most numerous de- 
nominations of Christians in the United States, 
the Presbyterians, the Baptists, the Metho- 
dists and Congregationalists for instance, should 


| gular as to let it be known that he is a Chris- 


| tian by his Messages, and an advocate for the 
| Deity of Christ by his personal preference of 


a Christian temple to a Socinian coaventicle. 
It would be no violation of our national con- 


act upon this principle, our country would nev- | stitution, if our members of Congress should 


er be dishonoured with an avowed Infidel in 
her national cabinet or capitol. The Presby- 


quit reading of newspapers and writing letters 
on the Lord’s day, at least during publick wor- 


terians alone could bring half a million of elec- | ship, in the Hall of Representatives. 


tors into the field, in opposition to any known 


*“ We are a Christian nation; we have a 


advocate of Deism, Socinianism, or any other | right to demand that all our rulers in their con- 
species of avowed hostility to the truth of | duct shall conform to Christian morality; and 


christianity. 


inthe sole requisition of apparent friendship 
to Christianity in every candidate for oilice 
whom they will support, could govern every 


publick election in our country, without infring- | 
ingin the least upon the charter of our civil , 


liberties.”? 


If to the denominations above ; 
named we add the members of the Protestant | 
Episcopal Church in our country, the electors | 
of these five classes of true Christians, united | 


if they do not, it is the duty and privilege of 
Christian freemen to make a new and a better 
election.” 





MR. BRIMBLECOM’S SERMON. 

The Sermon of Mr. Brimblecom in thisnum. 
ber of our paper will be read with profit. The 
argument may not, indeed, be new; but it will 
be found interesting and conclusive. We sup- 
pose the facts, stated in the discourse which go 


“ It will be objected that my plan of a truly | toshow that there is no such thing as a local 


Christian party ia politicks will make hypo- | 
We are not answerable for their by- | 


crites. 
pocrisy if it does.” 
“It will be objected, moreover, that my 


hell, are very well known to the most intelli- 
gent of all sects of christians, who are satisfied 
that there is no such place. For certain rea~- 


| ° % . 
| sons, however, pertaining to self-interest, some 
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scheme of voting on political elections accord- ; of these persons choose to keep their knowl- 
ing to certain fixed religious priuciples, will | edge to themselves, and make no effort to cor- 
create jealousies among the different denomi- | rect the errours of the less enlightened part of 
nations of Christians. But why should it? | society. Not so with Mr. Brimblecom. As 
Our rulers which we have clected are of some, | a friend to truth and to mankind, what he re- 
ot of no religious sect. If they are of no re- | gards as important doctrines he hesitates not 


ligious denomination, they belong to the party | to avow and defend. Though a Unitarian Con- 
gregationalist, he has joined the Maine Con- 
vention of Universalists. We trust his doing 
this will cause no dissatisfaction or bad feelings 
on the part of Unitarians, It does not become 
them, indeed, if they are liberal, to withdraw 
their confidence, friendship and assistance from 
an individual merely because, that, while he 
regards them as brethren, he is also disposed to 
extend his fellowship to another denomination 


of Infidels. If they are of-any of the denom- 
inations of true Christians, it is better, in the 
judgment of all true Christians, that they 
should be of that one company than in the | 
company of Infidels.” 

“T am free to avow, that other things being 
equal, I would prefer for my chief magistrate, 
and judge, and ruier, a sound Presbyterian ; 
and every candid religionist will make the 
same declaration concerning his own persua- 
ion ; but I would: prefer a religious and mor- | 
I man, of any one of the truly Christian sects, | 





; of christians whose views, after all, are sub- 


stantially the same as our own.— Christian In- 
felligencer. 
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GOSPEL LIBERTY. 

The true religion of Jesus Christ binds his 
followers by no more arbitrary law, than “ the 
perfect law of liberty.” Christianity, indeed, 
is the most “ perfect” system of pure and ra- 
tional “ liberty” that was ever given to the 
world. It allows to every man the right of 
thinking for himself, and of speaking as he 
thinks ; holding him accountable to no mere 
man or body of men, but making him answer- 
able alone to the great author of our holy reli- 
gion. ‘One is your Master even Christ, and 
all ye are brethren.” ‘He that would be 

reatest amongst you, let him be your servant.” 
tells us, that ““we have ali one Father ;”’ 
and, consequently, that no man has a right to 
exercise authority over another in matters of 
religious faith.—It exhorts them to break down 
all the narrow walls of sects, and to stand un- 
der the broad canopy of a common heaven, to 
breathe the pure, unpolluted air of freedom, 
and to rejoice in the light of that sun which 
shines alike onthe evil and on the good ; which 
sheds its rays impartially on every quarter of 
the globe. 

Every thing that is ‘i stile to the moral free- 
dom of the human mind, is hostile to the reli- 
gion of Jesus Christ. This saying to a man,— 
“ You must believe as I believe, or you will 
be miserable forever: You must join my 
church, or ye. will be out of the ark of safe- 
ty ;”—this dmving people into the fold of ex- 
clusive sects, and loading them with oppressive 
terms when there,—is all contrary to the reli- 
gion of Jesus Christ. This was given to make 
mankind free; to set the human intellect at 
work in the boundless, but gloriously fruitful 
field of enquiry after truth. Under this sys- 
tem nothing but person«! examination, personal 
faith and personal righteousness, will answer ; 
and these things never dropped from the thong 
of the persecutor,—they never arose as the le- 
gitimate fruits of the flames of the faggot. 

There is, amongst all the exclusive sects, 
much well invented machinery directed to the 

urpose of bringing men under the yoke of 
ndage—of subjecting them to the will, and 
of making them answer the designs, of certain 
ambitious leaders ; and in many cases we know 
it operates with unfeeling and cruel severity. 
That man is not a freeman—and, consequent- 
ly, not a real christian,—who especially in a 
land of civil and religious liberty, dares not 
think for himself, or who, if he does entertain 
inions of his own forming, dares not avow 
them, but consents to support a cause in oppo- 
sition to them. 

In this country we are, all of us, in the ha- 
bit of boasting of our civil and religious free- 
dom; yet how few are there who seem to ex- 
ercise that liberty of which they boast so loud- 
ly! It is true, that both under the genius of 
christianity and the civil institutions of the 
republick, personal freedom, in these matters, 


| is secured to every man; but then there are 











other circumstances connected with the condi- 
tion of a great number of individuals, which, 
if they do not take away that freedom, serve to 
keep it in the back ground and prevent its ex. 
ercise. The influence of an erroneous educa- 
tion ; the fear of incurring the displeasure of 
some from whom temporal favours are expect- 
ed, or aregard to the wishes of families and 
fricnds, too often enslave the mind and stop the 
atterance of the tongue. 

It is high time that men were told, that the 
system of christianity, as delivered to the world 
by its Author, isa FREE sYsTEM ;—that it se- 
cures the most perfect liberty to every follower 
of Jesus, and would reproach him as unworthy 
of the blessing, who dares not exercise it. 

Itis an encouraging consideration that know!- 
edge is increasing, and that with its increase, 
liberal views are extending. Too long have 
the children of men groaned in bondage under 
fearful apprehensions of the divine will in re- 
gard to their eternal destiny. The human 
mind. has been deprived of that warm confi- 
dence in the protecting goodness of God, which 
is necessary to the happiness and moral health 
of markind. But it is beginning to be seen, 
that the Sovereign of the universe is the Fa- 
ther of his creatures; that as such he is deser- 
ving their highest love and veneration, and that 
a!l his purposes are founded on that immutable 
goodness which knows no bounds. The dawn 
of a glorious day approaches—it has even now 
commenced. The truth which maketh free” 
is, like the sun, travelling in the mightiness of 
its strength and is destined to deliver the world 
from all discouraging views of the divine econ- 
omy, and to bless mankind with that rational 
freedom which places all men upon the level 
under the same common Parent, and that brings 
joy and peace to the ransomed sons of men.— 
May the full glories of that day soon come! 
when God shal! be honoured as the eternal Fe 
ther of ali his dependent intelligences, and the 
hearts of men shall return to him with their 
best offerings of devotional gratitude.— Chris- 
tian Intelligencer. 

































We are sincerely sorry for the writer of the follow- 
ing letter, and think if he will follow our adviee, his 
troubles will be removed. It is simply to transmit 
by mail to us, the amount due, and thus relieve bimsel’ 
from the vexation of being dunned, and from the es- 
pense of postage on dunning letters. 

We inform our subscribers that to facilitate collec- 
tions where they cannot be conveniently paid to agents, 
all who owe for the 6th and 7th volumes of the Advo- 
cate may send on a three dollar bill subject to postage, 
and at our risque. 

BurraLo, AuGUsT 8TH, 1829. 
The Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Dear Sir.—t arrived here this evenin 

but had only a short time to remain: I inqui 
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red for your agent both at this place and at Ro- 
chester, but could not find him at either place. 
{ begged at the Rochester Hotel, and also at 
the Eugle in this place, to receive my arreara- 
ages and give me a receipt, but was refused in 
poth instances. You have an agent in Cincin- 
nati ; and in passing through I will call and pay 
him, as I am really tired of being dunned, and 
at all times ready and willing to pay. Your 
dunning letters have cost me nearly one years 
subscription. Could I stop till monday, likely 
I could find your agent here, but it is now late, 
and the boat will start for Erie in an hour. 
Yours Respectfully. 





THE CRISIS, 

Is at hand. Liberals of America, will you 
tamely give up your dearest rights without a 
single struggle ?, What means this apathy—this 
inattention to the schemes of the ungodly, who 





truly be called the religion of nature. A be- 
lief in the existence of some powers more than 
human, can hardly fail to be excited in the ig- 
norant mind, from the observations of various 
striking matural phenomena, such as the diurnal 
revolutions of the sun and moon, thunder and 
lightning, earthquakes, &c. &c., nor will there 
ever be wanting among them some of: superior 
talents and cunning, who will acquire influ- 
ence over weak minds, by assuming to them- 
selves an interest with, or a power of propitia- 
ting, those fancied superhuman agents. Such 
notions constitue the religion of the inhabit- 
anis of the Poggys. Sometimes a fowl, and 


_ sometimes a hog is sacrificed to avert sick#iess, 
| to appease the wrath of the imaginary offended 


power, or to render it propitious to some - pro- 
jected enterprize ; but they have no form of re- 
ligious worship, nor do they appear to have the 


| most distant idea of a future state of rewards 


are compassing sea and land to gzin proselytes | and punishments, nor even the existence of a 


to their creed ? Why do you sit still while the 
emisaries of a crafty and designing priesthood 


the voice of the friends of religious freedom 
also heard at the Capitol? Shall the friends 
of intellectual emancipation have a name to 
live while they are dead? No. Let every in- 
dividual who values religious liberty, rise. in 
the majesty of truth, and do his duty to his 
God, and his native land— Gospel Herald. 





HELL—WHERE Is IT ? 


David says, “‘ Great is thy mercy towards | 


me, for thou hast delivered my soul from the 


LOWEST hell.” 


I, and thou heardst my voice.” 


cast, was in this World—and we have no ac- 
count in the Scriptures, of its being trausplant- 
ed or translated to any other, 

Solomon says, Prov. 9: $8—18, “ a foolish 
woman is clamourous; she is simple, and 
knoweth nothing. For she sitteth at the door 
of her house, ona seat in the high places of the 
city, to call passengers who go rig! t on their 
ways: Whoso is simple, let him turn in hith- 
er; and as for him that wanteth understanding, 
she saith to him, stolen waters are sweet, and 
bread eaten in secret is pleasant. But he 
knoweth not the dead are there ; and that her 
guests are in the depths of helll”!! Here we 
have an answer to the question at the head of 
this article. Not only are we told where hell 
is—the way that leads to it—but we have a de- 
scription of those who are already in its very 
depths.— Jb. 





Religion of the Poggys or the inhabitants of 
the Nassau Islands.—The religion of this peo- 
ple, if it can be said that they have any, may 





| soul distinct from the body, leaving its immor- 
| tality out of the question. 

accomplish their great end and aiin—vjz: the | 
stoppage of the mail on Sunday ? Why is not | 





Brccinc.—A new species of begging is at 


| present in practice in some parts of Germany. 
| Fellows post themselves in the highway with 
| pistols in their hands, and swear to take away, 


not the life of the passenger, but their own, if 


| they are not relieved. These individuals might 
| perhaps be a good deal puzzled if allowed to 
| put their ther threats into execution. 





God has engraved Universalism in living 
characters on the broad book ef nature. Its 


glowing pages, tell of nought, but power, wis- 
| dom, and loving kindness. 
Jonah says, “ Out of the belly of hell cried | 
From this it | 
appears evident, that in the days of Jonah and | 
David, the hell into which the wicked were | 


The host of heay- 
en shine alike on all and earth ends forth her 
fruits and flowers for all, equally and alike. 
And shall man—vain, weak, presumptuous 
man, dare to question these immutable argu- 
ments in favour of the unlimited, impartial 
goodness of the Almighty ?>—Gospel Herald. 





Gone To CuurcH.— A person who goes 
regularly to church, says Dr. Buchanan, will be 
well spoken of, if he has no other merit to re- 
commend him—he who neglects that duty, is 
ill spoken of, if he has no other fault and ev- 
ery other virtue. 





“It is upon the mechanical, the agricultural, 
manufacturing, and labouring classes of society 
that the liberties of the people depend. it is 
they who fight our battles, secure our entire in- 
dependence of foreign nations, and why, let me 
ask, should they not be entitled to the right of 
free and independent suffrage,”--De Witt Clin- 


ton. 





When our orthadox brethren are angry they 
act like their God—curse and damn others to 
hell! Is such conduct worthy of imitation—I¢ 
not, why do they ascribe it to their Deity ? 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


“S Portick Department. 


~“PHE INDIAN WITH HIS DEAD CHILD.* 
BY MRS. HEMANS. 
Then the hunter turned away from that seene, 
Where the home of his fathers once had been, 
And burning thoughts flashed o’er the mind, 
Of the white man’s faith and love unkind. 
Bryant. 

















In the silence of the midnight, 
I journey with the dead ; 

In the darkuess of the forest boughs, 
A lonely path [ tread. 


But ny heast is high and fearless, 
As by mighty wings upborne ; 
The mountain eagle hath not plumes 
So strong as love and scorn. 


I have raised thee from the grave sod, 
By the white man’s path defiled ; 
On to th’ ancestral wilderness 
I bear thy dust, my child! 


I have asked the ancient deserts, 
To give my dead a place ; 

Where the stately footsteps of the free 
Alone would leave a trace ; 


And the rocking pines make answer— 
Go, bring us back thine own ! 

And the stre ams from a}l the hunter's 
Rushed with an echoing tone. 


hills ’ 


Thou shalt rest by sounding waters, 
That yet untamed may roll : 

. The voices of those chainless ones 

* With joy shall fill thy soul. 


> {In the silence of the midnight, 
I journey with the dead ; 
When the arrows of my father’s bow, 
Their falcon-flight nave sped. 


I have left the spoiler’s dwellings 
For evermore behind ; 

Unmingied with their hotsehold sounds, 
For me shall weep the Wind. 


Alone, amidst their hearth fires, 
I watch’d my child’s decay ; 
Uncheer’d I saw the spirit light 
From his young eyes fade away. 


When his head sank on my bosom, 
When the death sleep o’er him fell, 

‘Was there one to say—* A friend is near !” 
There was none !—pale race, farewell ! 


To the forest, to the cedars, 
To the warriour ard his bow, 

Back, Back ! I bore thee laughing thence, 
—I bear thee slumbering now. 


I bear him unto burial, 
Where the mighty hunter’s gone ; 

j shall hear thee in the forest breeze,— 
Thou wilt speak of joy, my son! 


In the silence of the midnight. 
I journey with the dead; 

But, my heart is strong, my step is fleet, 
My father’s path I tread. 

* A striking display of Indian character occurred 
some years since ina town in Maine. An Indian of 
the Kennebec tribe, remarkable for his good conduct, 
received a grant of Jand from the state, and fixed him- 
self in a new township, where a number of families 
were settled. Though not ill treated, yet the common 
prejudice against Indians prevented any sympathy with 
him. This was shown on the death of his only child | 


when none of the people came near him, Shortly : at, 
ter he gave up his farm, dug up the body of his child, 
and carried it with him two hundred miles thro’ the 
forest,to join the Canadian Indians.”—TZ'udor’s Let- 
ters on the Eastern States of America, 


GOD IS GOOD. 
God is good! Exch perfumed flower, 
The smiling fieids, the dark green wood, 
The insect, fluttering foran hour,— 
Ail thin; gs pro siaim that God is good. 

~ The Genesee Association of Universalists 
will assemble at Le Roy Genesee Co., on the 
fourth Wednesday and following Thursday, in 
September ensuing. 

The Cayuga Assoejation of Universalists 
will meet at Auburn, Cayuga Co. on the first 
Wednesday and following Thursday in Octo- 
ber next. It is hoped there will be a full at- 
tendance. Our Societies will recollect to send 
delegates, and our brother preachers from other 
associations ste gespectfully invited to attend. 

— & A. Brownson, Cler/:. 


OBITUARY. 

Died of consumption, on the 5th inst. in the town 
of Senate, Cayuga County, New-York, Mrs. Menr- 
TIBAL Jinks. consort of Mr. Adam Jinks, in the 63d 
| year of herage. Mrs. Jinks had long remained a firm 
| and unshaken believer in the grate of God, which 
| bringeth saivation to all men, under the soul-cheering 
influence of which belief, she bore with ebristian pa- 
tience and resignation to the Divine will, the pain and 
} grief occasioned by alingering illness which continued 
| more than two years, and terminated in her dissolu- 
| tion. She retained the full exercise of her mental 

faculties till the last, and manifested in the strongest 
terms her full confidence in'the unchanging benevo- 
| lence of shat God whose name and whose “nature is 
love; and when she had made all necessary arrange- 
ments, she joyfully and without an unpleasant symp- 
tom yielded up her epirit to that God who gave it, and 
fell asleep in the arms of death. While she lived she 
needed only to be known to be beloved and esteemed. 
She has left an aged and discousolate partner, one af- 
fectionate son, and a number of daughters, with « 
large circle of triends to mourn her departure. Thos 
it appears in this irstance that those enlarged and ex- 
alted views of the character, attributes and perfections 
of the Deity, whichviews are entertained by all real 
Universalists, will not only through life produce right- 
eousness, peace aud joy inthe Holy Ghost, but it yields 
the most pleasing and animating consolations on a dying 
hour of which the mind of man is capable. 

The funeral was attended on the 6th, and a discourse 
delivered upon the occasion by the writer of the above, 
to a respectable congregation, where appearance indi- 
cated the strong sympathy which they felt in the dis- 
tress which this dispensation of Divine Providence has 
given rise to. Text, 1 Cor xv. 26—* The last enemy 
that shall be destroyed is death.” J. CHASE, Jr. 

Marcellus, August 10, 1829. 


ones ve re 

















ee eee] 
; 


re £ The Gospel Advocate and od Mapertial Investigator, 
is published every other Saturday. by U.F.Doue.kpay, 
(to whom all letters and communications must be ad- 
dressed, post paid,) at $1 5A per annum, payable in 
advance, to be increased to $2 00, if not pard within 
six months. 


“0. A. BROWNSON, EDITOR. — 








~ Dountepay & ALLEN, PRINTERS. 











